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The eighth Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards, 
founded and organised by responsibletravel.com, have  
just launched and are looking to travellers to nominate  
the shining stars of responsible tourism. 

Founded in 2004, the Responsible Tourism Awards 
celebrate and inspire change in the tourism industry.  
They rest on a simple principle – that all types of tourism, 
from niche to mainstream, can and should be organised  
in a way that preserves, respects and bene�ts destinations 
and local people.  

Over the past eight years, the awards have not only 
pioneered the celebration of responsible tourism, but  
also worked closely with travellers to put their tourism 
experiences at the core of the process. The awards accept 
nominations from members of the public – putting an 
emphasis on fantastic tourism experiences that are the  
result of interactions and associations at a local level. 

‘The awards have always been underpinned by the  
belief that responsible tourism creates the kind of deep 
connections to places that give us unforgettable holiday 
experiences,’ says Justin Francis, managing director of 
responsibletravel.com and founder of the awards. ‘It’s  
not enough just to be at the cutting edge of sustainability  
or carbon reduction – our winners need to offer really 
infectious and enjoyable holiday experiences that get us 
excited just as much as they do to create change. That’s  
why we’ve asked travellers to tell us who they think should 
be in the running for an award.’  

And it’s a strategy that has proved to be extremely 
successful – since 2004, the awards have received more  
than 10,000 nominations from members of the public, 

| COMPetItION  |

Virgin Holidays Responsible 
Tourism Awards 2011

Best tour operator for local experiences 
Sponsored by Travelife Management  
Systems for Tour Operators 
www.travel.eu  

Best accommodation for  
local communities  
Sponsored by Kenya Tourist Board 
www.magicalkenya.com  

Best accommodation for  
the environment  
Sponsored by Tourism Authority of Thailand 
www.tourismthailand.co.uk

Best in a mountain environment  
Sponsored by Oman Ministry of Tourism 
www.omantourism.gov.om 

Best in a marine environment  
Sponsored by Tourism Fiji 
www.�jime.com  

Best responsible cruise or ferry operator 
Sponsored by Oman Ministry of Tourism 
www.omantourism.gov.om 

Best low-carbon initiative 

Best for conservation of wildlife  
and habitats  
Sponsored by South Australian  
Tourism Commission 
www.southaustralia.com  

Best contribution to conserving  
cultural heritage  
Sponsored by Oman Ministry of Tourism 
www.omantourism.gov.om 

Best for poverty reduction 
Sponsored by Tourism KwaZulu Natal 
www.zulu.org.za  

Best volunteering organisation  
Sponsored by Oman Ministry of Tourism 
www.omantourism.gov.om 

Best destination  
Sponsored by Oman Ministry of Tourism 
www.omantourism.gov.om 

NEW FOR 2011: Best in responsible 
tourism writing 
Sponsored by Trinidad & Tobago  
Tourist Board 
www.gotrinidadandtobago.com  

Your chance to vote for the shining stars and most inspiring stories  
of responsible tourism in 2011 

Nominate a winner in the 2011 Responsible Tourism Awards and you could win an 
unforgettable trip to the Masai Mara and Rift Valley of Africa for you and a friend, 
staying at the Governors’ Camp, as featured in Virgin Holidays’ Human Nature 
Collection sustainable-travel brochure.  

The lucky winner and their companion will be whisked o� for three nights  
at the Governors’ Camp, the home of Big Cat Diaries, once reserved exclusively  
for Kenya’s colonial governors and their royal visitors, followed by three nights  
at Loldia House set, in the Rift Valley, with stunning views of dormant volcano  

Mount Longonot. Governors’ Camp o�ers the luxury of tented accommodation 
and spectacular game viewing with uninterrupted views of the Masai Mara,  
while Loldia House is situated on the edge Lake Naivasha. Travel to Kenya  
will be on award-winning Virgin Atlantic in economy class, with internal 
connecting �ights to the Masai Mara and transfers for a seven-night stay  
on a full-board basis included. 
�Q The winner must take their holiday between January 2012 and December 2012 (excluding 
travel between July and October). Full competition terms and conditions apply 

leading to 201 organisations in 51 countries around the 
world receiving awards.  

‘At the moment, our industry is facing unprecedented 
challenges that are changing the way in which we travel,’ 
Justin says. ‘That’s why it has become even more important 
that our winners excite and engage travellers with their 
unique stories.’ 

The Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards  
are a collaboration between online travel company 
responsibletravel.com, UK media partners Metro newspaper 
and Geographical, and World Travel Market, which will host 
the awards ceremony on World Responsible Tourism Day in 
November. The judging process is designed and organised in 
partnership with the International Centre for Responsible 
Tourism at Leeds Metropolitan University. 

Nominate and win 
Nominate a tourism-related organisation for an award in any 
of 13 categories and you could win a fantastic all-inclusive 
eight-day holiday to Governor’s Camp in Kenya, courtesy  
of headline sponsor Virgin Holidays.  

Visit www.responsibletourismawards.com/nominations  
to make an online nomination or send a letter (make  
sure to include your name, address, telephone number  
and details about who you’re nominating and why) to 
responsibletravel.com, Pavilion House, 6 Old Steine, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN1 1EJ.  
Nominations must be received by 17 June 2011 

Winners will be announced in the Metro in November 2011. For full 
terms and conditions, visit www.responsibletourismawards.com 

THE CATEGORIES

Win an eight-day holiday in Kenya


